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Bale Trail sign up
Deadline is approaching to

have a fall feature in the Crit-
tenden County Bale Trail. The
University of Kentucky Exten-
sion Service is coordinating the
program again this year and
deadline to register your site on
the official map is Oct. 8. Trail
maps will be available Oct. 16
and voting for the best site will
be done on the Extension Serv-
ice Facebook page. Register by
emailing crittenden.ext@uky.edu.

Homecoming Friday
Friday night is homecoming

at the Crittenden County vs.
Bardstown Bethlehem football
game. Coronation ceremony
will begin at 7 p.m. Kickoff is at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are only
available online at TicketLeap.
See The Press Online or go to
RocketsFootball.com for link.

HWY 60 Yard SAle
The annual

200-mile High-
way 60 Yard
Sale is Thusday,
Friday and Sat-
urday. See sale
locations and
more informa-
tion on page 7.

Car seat shortage
Local authorities say there is

a need for child car seats in the
community. New or gently used
seats can be donated to the
Crittenden County Sheriff’s De-
partment. Call them at 270-
965-3400.

Who’s been vaxed?
Kentucky Farm Bureau office is

100 percent vaccinted. There
are five people who work in the
office in Marion and all have re-
ceived full vaccinations. Two
individuals have already gotten
their booster shot. 

PVA Ronnie Heady says all of
his full-time staff working in
his courthouse office is vacci-
nated.

Let us know about your busi-
ness or organization. We will let
the community know who’s
standing up for the vaccine.

CORN MAZE WILL BE 
OPEN DURING OCTOBER

A community corn maze for
children young and old will be
open to the public starting Fri-
day afternoon at the end of
Pippi Hardin Boulevard in In-
dustrial Park North. The maze
will be open 4 p.m., to dark
weekdays and 10 a.m., to dark
on Saturdays and 2 p.m., to
dark on Sundays through Octo-
ber. Cost is $3 per person with
5-under free. 

squad fundraiser
Crittenden County Rescue

Squad has begun its annual do-
nation drive. To support the
squad, mail a $25 check to
Crittendne County Rescue
Squad, PO Box 346, Marion, KY
42064. The squad mailed 2,400
letters to area residents last
year seeking contributions. Six
hundred were returned to the
squad with a donation.
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BY CHRIS EVANS
PRESS EDITOR
Once a mere grass landing

strip used by a handful of
local bush pilots and remote-
control aviators, Marion’s air-
port began to get some real
wind under its wings in the
early 2000s. This weekend,
what’s grown into a regional
showpiece will be on full dis-
play as the airport hosts an
open house and will be for-
mally dedicated to recognize
the driving force behind its
dramatic development.
At 11 a.m., Saturday, the

airfield will be newly chris-
tened the Marion-Crittenden
County James C. Johnson Re-
gional Airport, forever carrying
a handle to dutifully recognize
“Jim” Johnson, whose tireless
efforts have turned the once
quaint airstrip into a hub of
corporate activity and home to
a number of amateur pilots.
A former air traffic con-

troller, Johnson grew up in
Marion and after working at
large commercial airfields in
Oklahoma and Arkansas, he
came home to run the family
furniture business. Along with
wife Amy, they raised four

daughters here. During that
time he’s chaired the local air-
port board through most of
three decades. With strong po-

litical support, Johnson and
the airport board have man-
aged to attract more than $10
million in state and federal
funds to beef up the facility.
Only about two percent of the
costs associated with develop-
ment projects at the facility
have come from local govern-
ment coffers or in-kind serv-
ices.
Marion leaders and amateur

pilots say Johnson’s determi-
nation to improve the airport
has been first rate, and the
recognition fully merited. 
“It’s a well deserved honor

and tribute to the amount of
work Jim has put into bring-
ing the airport up to its cur-
rent stature,” said Crittenden
County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom. “And he’s not done.
There are other things he’s
working on, including a paral-
lel taxiway that should be
forthcoming within a couple of
years.”
“The hard part was getting it

built,” said Johnson, who ad-
mits spending countless
hours preparing for and ap-
plying for grant applications,

See AIRPORT/page 12

Johnson Regional Airport
With FAA approval, airstrip dedicated to
man who helped attract over $10 million

Jim Johnson

School honors Distinguished Alumni
Wigginton’s odyssey goes from
Piney to deepest part of Ocean
BY CHRIS EVANS
PRESS EDITOR
Jim Wigginton grew up in the Piney Fork commu-

nity, raised by Depression-era grandparents who
farmed 150 acres without tractors or other modern
conveniences. It was there, in the hay fields of Crit-
tenden County, that Wigginton developed a strong
work ethic and eventually
turned his personal aspira-
tions and values into a king’s
ransom. His understanding
that education means money
and success means the ability
to change lives – perhaps even
save them – is what drove him
from Piney to the top of the
corporate world and to the
deepest channels on Earth.
A 1966 graduate of Critten-

den County High School, Wig-
ginton will be recognized
Friday as a Distinguished
Alumnus by the school that
gave him an educational foundation and led him to
the pinnacle of the business world. Wigginton, who
has not yet retired, has used his wealth to change
the survival rate of thyroid cancer patients. 
The 72-year-old businessman and adventure phi-

lanthropist is perhaps most noted for his world
records. He has three entries in the Guinness Book
of World Records, most recently for traveling to the 

See WIGGINTON/page 4

Davidson’s hearty spirit 
prompts service to others
BY ALLISON EVANS
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Fresh out of college with a degree in nursing in

1990, Beth Towery Davidson’s aspirations weren’t to
make a career in the niche of heart failure, trans-
plant and mechanical circulatory support.
But 30 years later, it turns out she had a natural

aptitude for cardiology,
anatomy and physiology and
has, in fact, spent her entire
career in the field of heart fail-
ure disease management. Be-
cause of her success,
Davidson has appeared as a
guest on the Dr. Oz Show, a
daily television program fo-
cusing on medical issues and
personal health.
She is the director of the

Heart Failure Disease Man-
agement Program at TriStar
Centennial Medical Center in
Nashville and is president of
the American Association of Heart Failure Nurses.
Davidson is a 1985 graduate of Crittenden County

High School. She received a Bachelor’s of Science in
nursing from Western Kentucky University in 1990
and a Master of Science in nursing from Vanderbilt
University in 1991.
On Friday, she will be one of two individuals rec-

ognized as a CCHS Distinguished Alumnus during 

See DAVIDSON/page 4

Distinguished Alumni
2011 Ken Winders
2011 A. Michael Crider
2011 Forrest C. Pogue*
2011 F. Julius Fohs*
2011 Ollie M. James*
2012 Scott Campbell
2012 Trish Melburn
2012 Jim Hatfield*
2013 Johnny Rushing
2013 Jeff McKenney
2014 David Newcom
2014 Helen Moore
2014 Clem Nunn*
2015 W.A. Franklin
2015 Stephanie Kelly
2016 Andy Mason
2016 Jerry Brown
2016 Juanita Burks*
2016 Bob Swisher*
2017 Wm. O. Winstead
2017 Alan C. South
2018 Jared Ordway
2018 Corey Crider
2018 Barry W. Enoch
2019 Johnny Newcom
2019 Jonathan Burdon
2021 Beth Davidson
2021 Jim Wigginton

*Posthumous

Wigginton Davidson

I told someone
once that if I
am remembered
for anything at
all, I hope it’s
that I appointed
Jim Johnson to
the airport
board.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY
On Saturday, there will be an
open house and dedication cere-
mony at the Marion-Crittenden
County Airport. The event lasts
from 9 a.m., until 2 p.m., with the
formal dedication of the airstrip set
for 11 a.m. The dedication will be
attended by local, state and fed-
eral dignitaries, including Sen.
James Comer. There will be plane
rides, military aircraft, classic air-
planes and cars, flight school infor-
mation and concessions.

A jet recently refueling at the
airport west of Marion

DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE
n 1976 Marion-Crittenden
County Airport Board developed
a 2,300-foot grass airstrip.
n 1993 Marion-Crittenden
County Airport Board re-orga-
nized and Jim Johnson was
chosen as chairman.
n 2002 Master Plan established
for development at airport.
n 2003 Acquired additional
acreage adjacent to facility.
n 2004 Construction of paved
runway begins.
n 2005 Perimeter fence in-
stalled around complex.
n 2007 Terminal and hangar
built.
n 2007 Card-reading fuel sys-
tem installed.
n 2009 Jet fuel system in-
stalled.
n 2009 Terminal interior fin-
ished.
n 2011 Additional land acquisi-
tion.
n 2011 Automated Weather Sta-
tion installed.
n 2014 Ten-unit hangar con-
structed.
n 2016 Construction of mainte-
nance hangar.
n 2019 Three-unit box hanger
built.
n 2019 Construction of runway
and taxiway extension for 5,000-
foot strip.
n 2021 Plans announced to
build a parallel taxiway.

“

”– Mickey Alexander, who
was Marion’s mayor for
more than 29 years

COVID-19 claims 
husband and wife 
just days apart



Bonds 
Marvin Dwayne 

Bonds, 68, of Smith-
land, died Saturday, 
Sept. 25, 2021 at Bap-
tist Health Paducah. 

He was 
born Aug. 
9, 1953 to 
Rudell and 
P e a r l 
( H a l l ) 
Bonds.  He 
was the 
Livingston 
C o u n t y 
bus garage 
supervisor for over 38 
years and was a 
member of the Sugar 
Creek Tractor 
Pullers.    

Surviving are his 
wife of 38 years, June 
Bonds of Smithland; a 
daughter, Kayla 
(Bobby) Curry of 
Smithland; a brother, 
William (Joyce) Bonds 
of Smithland; and a 
grandson, Connor 
Curry. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
and a sister, Clara Lee 
Agent. 

Graveside services  
were Wednesday, Sept. 
29 at Smithland Ceme-
tery.   There will be no 
public visitation. Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services 
was in charge of ar-
rangements. 

Day 
Jerry Franklin Day, 

68, of Salem, died, 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, 
2021 at Livingston 
Hospital and Health-
care Services.   

He was 
born to 
the late 
Leroy and 
A l i c e 
(Noel) Day 
in Marion, 
on Dec. 
1 0 , 
1952.   He 
e n j o y e d 
fishing and talking 
with friends and 
family.   He had a spe-
cial place in his heart 
for his granddaugh-
ters.   He retired after 
working 40 years in 
the coal mines and at-
tended Pinckneyville 
Baptist Church.   

Surviving are his 
wife of 45 years, Terry 
Day of Salem; a son, 
Zach Day of Marion; a 
sister, Gayle Adcock of 
Newburgh, Ind.; three 
grandchildren,   Allie, 
Haley and Peyton Day; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.   

He was preceded in 
death by a brother, 
Barry Day; and his 
parents. 

Graveside services 
were Saturday, Sept. 
25 at Pinckneyville 
Cemetery with Bro. 
Jim Greer officiating.   

Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation 
Services was in charge 
of arrangements. 
Paid obituary 

Williams 

 Betty Sue Williams, 
84, died Monday, Sept. 
27, 2021 at Owensboro 
Health Regional Hospi-
tal.  

She was born in Tolu 
July 19, 1937 to the 
late P.G. 
and Mild-
red Kirk.   

She was 
a member 
of Beaver 
Dam Bap-
t i s t 
C h u r c h 
a n d 
f o r m e r 
member of Marion 
Baptist Church. She 
and her husband 
owned and operated 
The Barnyard Shop in 
Mattoon before retire-
ment.  

Surviving are a 
daughter, Martha (Rex) 
Sanders of Rogersville, 
Tenn.; three sons 
Tommy (Sheila) Wil-
liams of Beaver Dam, 
Bobby (Christine) Wil-
liams of O’Fallon, Ill., 
and Gordon (Susanne) 
Williams of Hartford; a  
sister, Barbara (Clar-
ence) Crump of Bluff 
City, Tenn.; 9 grand-
children, 29 great-
grandchildren; and 14 
great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband of 64 years, 
James Edward Wil-
liams; a brother, Jim 
Kirk; a sister, Clara 
Neal Kirk; and a 
grandson, Tommy Wil-
liams. 

Graveside services 
will be held Friday, 
Oct. 1 with Pastor 
John Cashion officiat-
ing.  Burial will be in 
Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church Cemetery in 
Buford, Ky. 

Bevil Bros. Funeral 
Home in Beaver Dam 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church Cemetery 
Fund, 607 Buford Rd, 
Utica, KY 42376. 
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A Crittenden County 
couple was laid to rest 
following a joint fu-
neral service Sunday 
at a packed Fohs Hall 
in Marion. Stacy and 
Kim Collyer died three 
days apart, both after 
battling COVID-19. 

About three dozen of 
the Collyers’ friends 
paid tribute to the cou-
ple’s interest in vin-
tage vehicles by 
leading the funeral 
procession from Fohs 
Hall to Mapleview 
Cemetery. 

“I choose to celebrate 
the wonderful life of 
Kim and Stacy Collyer. 
They were always to-
gether and they still 
are,” wrote Janet 
Hughes in a Facebook 
tribute. “What a great 
tribute having all the 
street rods and other 
cars in the funeral pro-
cession.” 

Stacy Collyer died 
three days before his 
wife after each spent a 
couple weeks in sep-
arate Paducah hospi-
tals.  

“Kim and Stacy were 
great people.  They 
were always upbeat, 
smiling and Kim al-
ways laughing,” 
another friend, Kandy 
Turner Travis, posted 
in a Facebook tribute. 

Kim Collyer was a 
former Crittenden 
Press employee. 

K. Collyer 
Kim Johnson Col-

lyer, 57, of Marion, 
died Wednesday, Sept. 
22, 2021 at Baptist 
Health Paducah. She 
was the owner of Col-
lyer’s Tax Service.  

Surviving are a 
daughter, Ashley Col-
lyer and fiancé, Jacob 
Hunt of Marion; a son, 
Cruce Collyer and fi-
ancé, Baileah Barnes 
of Marion; a grandson, 
Shane Hunt; and her 
father, Willie Ray 
Johnson. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
of 33 years, Stacy Col-
lyer; her mother, Anna 
Johnson; and two 
brothers, Mitchell 
"Mitch" Johnson and 
Mike Johnson. 

Services were Sun-

day, Sept. 26 at Fohs 
Hall in Marion with 
burial in Mapleview 
Cemetery.  

Gilbert Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

S. Collyer 
Stacy Collyer, 54, of 

Marion, died Sunday, 
Sept. 19, 2021 at 
Mercy-Lourdes Hospi-
tal in Paducah.  

He worked as a me-
chanic technician at 
Tweakn' Performance 
and  was a boilermaker 
welder and member of 
the Boilermakers Local 
40 for 23 years and 
38,000 hours. 

Surviving are his 
wife of 33 years, Kim 
Collyer; a daughter, 
Ashley Collyer and fi-
ancé, Jacob Hunt of 
Marion; a son, Cruce 
Collyer and fiancé, 
Baileah Barnes of Mar-
ion; a grandson, Shane 
Hunt; three brothers, 
Troy Hart, Reggie Hart 
and Wade (Diane) Hop-
kins; two sisters, Car-
olee Harris and Jana 
(Gordon) Johnson; his 
mother, Barbara Col-
lyer; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
John Collyer; and his 
mother, Judy Collyer. 

Services wre Sunday, 
Sept. 26 at Fohs Hall 
in Marion with burial 
in Mapleview Ceme-
tery.  

Gilbert Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Kim and Stacy Collyer

Couple dies days  
apart from COVID-19

STAFF REPORT 
The Peoples Bank in 

Marion is celebrating its 
75th anniversary Friday, 
Oct. 1 with an open 
house at its Main Street 
location. 

Bank customers are 
encouraged to stop in for 
refreshments and to visit 
with staff throughout the 
day Friday, beginning at 
10 a.m. 

The Peoples Bank was 
founded by the late Neil 
Guess, who had pre-
viously been employed by 
the Marion Bank its suc-
cessor, Farmers Bank. 

Guess organized The 
Peoples Bank, which 
opened Oct. 1, 1946 with 
$15,000 in capital, in-
cluding the real estate at 
the corner of Main and 
Carlisle streets, which 
previously had been oc-
cupied by the board of 
education. 

Guess’ son Gordon 
Guess was president of 
the bank from 1974-
2007. Terry L. Bunnell, 
current president, chair-
man and CEO, and eight 
other investors pur-
chased the bank in 2007. 

Gordon Guess, who 
had banking experience 
in Louisville and Jack-
sonville, Fla., joined his 
father at the bank in 
1973. He returned to 
Marion and worked 
alongside his father until 
his death a year later. 

“The bank meant ev-
erything to me,” Guess 
said in a video produced 
to celebrate the bank’s 
75-year history. “I look 
on my education and my 
activities but every one of 
them – bottom line, I was 
a banker.” 

Bunnell, who grew up 
in Cave City and worked 
in banking in Leitchfield 
and Glasgow, said the 
community banking en-

vironment in Marion was
attractive.  

Changes made to the 
bank in 2007 included 
the introduction of new 
services. A drive-through 
branch constructed on 
North Main Street in 
2009 allowed the bank to 
grow. 

“We wanted to build on 
the bank’s heritage, 
make it more viable for 
the community and give 
it more options when it 
comes to financial 
needs,” Bunnell said. 

The Peoples Bank 
opened a loan production 
office in Glasgow in 2008 
and a full-service office in 
2009 before completing 
construction of a 7,200 
square foot full-service 
bank in August 2018 in 
Glasgow. 

Bunnell said The 
Peoples Bank’s customer 
base grew in Glasgow 
thanks to the heritage 
that began with Neil 
Guess and Gordon 
Guess, building relation-
ships and knowing and 
being accessible to its 
customers. 

“That is in our mission 
and in our heritage, and
it means a lot to me that 
we are continuing on the 
heritage that Gordon 
Guess’ father began in 
1946,” Bunnell said.  

The Peoples Bank in 
2007 had just over $23 
million in total assets 
and grew to over $94 mil-
lion in 2021.

The Peoples Bank 
celebrates 75 years 
with Oct. 1 event

Benefit Friday 
Classy & Grassy and 

Hometown Foods are part-
nering for a benefit for the 
Collyer family. Meals will be 
available between 5-7 p.m., 
Friday at Hometown Foods.  

Classy & Grassy, featur-
ing Cutter and Cash Single-
ton, Brennan Cruce and 
Kayla Maxfield, will perform. 
A car cruise-in will also be 
part of the event. 

Proceeds from food sales 
and band tips will be given 
to the Collyers’ adult chil-
dren. Fish and chicken 
dinners including sides and 
desserts are $15 for adults 
and $10 kids 10-under. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Groundwork for a $7.1 

million preschool center 
is well underway on 
Chapel Hill Road in Mar-
ion.  

Its location was inspi-
ration for the name of the 
new facility – Chapel Hill 
Head Start – announced 
last week following an of-
ficial groundbreaking 
ceremony. 

Between 80 and 90 
students will be served in 
six classrooms when Au-
dubon Area Head Start 
completes its 16,000- 
square-foot facility. De-
velopers say the building 
should be ready for stu-
dents in August 2022. 

“Head Start is about 
helping families, and we 
truly appreciate being a 
part of this community,” 
said Jeff Martin, director 
of Audubon Area Head 
Start. “We appreciate the 
chance to build this 
state-of-the-art building.” 

Currently, head start is 
housed in two mobile 
units on the campus of 
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School.  

Assistant Head Start 
director Brad Wright 
hopes the building will be 

under roof before winter, 
with an anticipated com-
pletion date of July 2022. 

Head Start is a nation-
wide program and has 
been providing local stu- 
dents with preschool op-
tions in Crittenden 
County since 1985. Au-
dubon, the regional en-
tity that received a grant 
to build the center, has 
Head Start programs in 
16 counties from the 
Green River west to Liv-
ingston County in Ken- 
tucky.  

Local Head Start 
manger Lynda Dennis 
said the building will 
allow Head Start to ex- 
pand beyond its current 
service of 62 early Head 
Start and preschool stu- 
dents. 

In addition to class-
rooms, the new building 
will include a 1,600-
square-foot indoor multi-
purpose room that will 
double as a cafeteria. 

It will have two outdoor 
playgrounds and will em-
ploy 25 people. 

When complete, motor-
ists will access the build-
ing from both Chapel Hill 
Road and Rudd Street 
behind the building.

Chapel Hill  
Head Start 
July 2022 target completion 
for state-of-the-art preschool 

Local officials and representatives from Audubon Area Head Start and its Early Childhood Council are (from left) Tony 
Felker, board member; Perry Newcom, Crittenden County Judge-Executive; Lissa Gibson, policy council chair; Stephanie 
Thomas, facilities manager; Mallory Gray, assistant Head Start manager; Lynda Dennis, Head Start manager; Jared By-
ford, Marion mayor; Jeff Martin, Head Start director; Brad Wright, Head Start assistant director; Alyssa Carter, CFO; and 
Shelly Blandford, program operations manager. 

Audubon Area 
Head Start pre-
school students 
participating in 
groundbreaking 
festivities are (from 
left) Haisley Mat-
thews, Reid Bing-
ham, Gage Myers, 
Weston Gilkey, 
Reece Bingham 
and Rion Bingham.

Crittenden County High School’s Golf Team was the beneficiary of proceeds from a golf 
tournament sponsored by First United Bank in Marion Sept. 25. Some of the winners and 
bank respresentatives (pictured from left) are First United Bank Community Outreach Spe-
cialist Jim McMurtrie, First United Bank Marion branch manager Charlie Day, Crittenden 
County golf coach Vicki Hatfield, participants Shawn Holeman and Kyle Myers and First 
United Bank senior vice president of marketing and public relations Jayne Hundley. 

Results from Saturday’s 
golf tournament benefitting 
the Crittenden County Golf 
Team are as follows: 

Championship Flight 
C. Day/Roberts               64 
Holeman/Myers              64 
Hatfield/Kirk                    65 
Hooks/Price                    66 
Pool/Vincent                    68 
Dossett/Dickerson          69 

Tabor/Evans                   69 
First Flight 

Foster/Kayse                   71 
Heady/Friend                  71 
Tharp/Phelps                  72 
Turner/Turner                  72 
Myers/Perryman             73 
Foster/Belt                       74 
Reynolds/McLeod          77 
McConnell/McConnell    79 
Foster/Foster                   79 

Second Flight  
Davidson/Belt                 81 
Oden/Phelps                   82 
J. Day/R. Brewer             84 
Board/Mills                      84 
R. Day/L. Brewer            86 
Hatfield/Hatfielld             88 
McKinney/Champion      88 
Hurley/Downs                 93 

Benefit raises funds for golf team

Banners • Logos 
Business Cards 

Inovices & More 
Call The Crittenden Press 

(270) 965-3191 



The Crittenden Press accepts
and encourages letters to the
editor on a variety of subjects.
Letters should be submitted by
5 p.m., Friday the week before
publication. Submissions must
include only the author’s name
(no multiple names or groups),
address, including hometown,
phone number and signature.
Phone numbers will not be pub-
lished. Letters should be written
in good taste and in most cases
should not exceed 300 words.
Letters will be edited for spelling
and grammar and The
Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for
clarity, brevity and otherwise at
our discretion. 
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Crittenden County
Health Nurse

Renee
SIZEMORE

Rene Sizemore is a
longtime nurse who is cur-
rently a local public health
nurse at the Crittenden
County Health Depart-
ment.

Q: How long have you
been in the health field? 

A: I’ve been a nurse
for 20 years and employed
with the health department
15 years.

Q: What’s the best
part about your job? 

A:There is a lot I love
about my job. My favorite
parts are those moments I
can tell I truly helped
someone with a problem
or provided health educa-

tion and I can see they un-
derstand.  I love explaining
things to new moms and
not so new moms and
hopefully helping people
be more healthy. 

Q: What makes the
health department impor-
tant for our community?

A:We provide so
many services other than
WIC and immunizations
such as well child exams,
HANDS, smoking cessa-
tion, diabetes education,
STD and HIV testing with
services based on house-
hold size and income. All
to some folks who may not

otherwise have access to
these services. 

Q: What’s your ad-
vice to the community to
help stop the spread of
COVID-19?

A: We now know a lot
about COVID-19. First and
foremost it is airborne. We
also know the Delta variant
is highly contagious. One
important reminder is to
maintain distance when in
public. I know it’s uncom-
fortable but if you’re not
able to maintain your dis-
tance then wear a mask.
Wash your hands often.
Most importantly, get vac-
cinated. Millions of people
have been vaccinated at
this point with no long-term
effects; however, with
COVID there are many
suffering from long term
COVID side effects. The
health department has all
3 vaccines available Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson. 

WIGGINTON
Continued from page 1

deepest place on Earth. 
A former U.S. Marine,

Wigginton grew up in
Marion, played football at
CCHS and was a member
of the high school band.
He has made a fortune as
CEO of a Fortune 500
company and private eq-
uity strategist, and has
given millions to support
thyroid cancer research
in honor of his late wife. 
Wigginton established

the Punya Thyroid Can-
cer Research Foundation
at the University of
Michigan after his wife
died of thyroid cancer in
2013. He endowed two
professorships and the
center’s work has cut the
mortality rate for stage 4
thyroid cancer in half.
The son of a truck

driver, Wigginton says
becoming successful
does not happen over
night. The drive to pro-
vide a better life for his
family, which included
three children, drove him
to night school where he
earned a bachelor’s and
master’s degree, then at-
tended the prestigious
Claremont Graduate
School and Stanford Uni-
versity in California
where he studied under
financial and manage-

ment gurus like Peter F.
Rucker and Tom Peters.
“They helped me ap-

preciate how to add value
to a business or anything
else for that matter. My
ability to add value to
companies helped me get
better jobs which led to
more financial success
which led to me being
able to set up the foun-
dation,” said Wigginton,
who was CEO of Omni-
care for 10 years before
branching out on his
own into private equity
investments, buying and
improving multiple com-
panies. 
Wigginton owns com-

panies all across the
country, but one is close
by in Henderson. It’s an
industrial cleaning com-
pany named SET.
While Wigginton has

made a fortune in busi-
ness, he’s gained a great
deal of fame as an adven-
turer and world-record
holder. Last fall, he be-
came the world’s oldest
person to reach the Chal-
lenger Deep – considered
the deepest point on
Earth located in the Pa-
cific Ocean’s Mariana
Trench. The expedition
was made alongside an-
other Guinness record-
holder Victor Vescovo
and NASA astronaut Dr.
Kathy Sullivan. 
Wigginton completed

the dive in 2020 becom-
ing the 13th person and
the first former U.S. Ma-
rine to reach the Chal-
lenger Deep. In 2019, he
became the world record
holder for highest tan-
dem parachute jump
with teammate Arka-
diusz Majewski. He holds
another Guinness record
for distance running and
his volunteer involve-
ment with Red Cross has
taken him into many dis-
aster zones, including
Ground Zero in New York
City immediately after
9/11. Wigginton is also a
9th Dan Grand Master
TaeKwonDo who has
worked for more than 30
years with the United
States Olympic Organiza-
tion and the U.S. Na-
tional team.
Wigginton says dare-

devil records and exotic
adventures are his way of
raising awareness for
thyroid cancer research.
Wigginton has already
given more than $6 mil-
lion to the foundation
and is working alongside
the university to raise
more. He hopes to har-
ness awareness – and
contributions – for the
foundation by doing
things that fascinate and
attract worldwide atten-
tion, like skydiving into
the Himalayas.

DAVIDSON
Continued from page 1
a luncheon on campus.
She became a nurse

practitioner in 1998 and
in 2007, Davidson
earned a Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice from the
University of Tennessee
Health Services Center in
Memphis. Her creden-
tials include DNP, ACNP,
CHFN, CCRN and
FHFSA.
She is the daughter of

Vernon “Lefty” Towery of
Marion and the late
Clara Jane Towery and is
married to Grant David-
son, also a Crittenden
alumnus. They have a
son, Daniel, 32, and two
grandchildren.
In high school, David-

son had dual interests –
journalism and science.
“At 18 do most people

really know what they
want to do? I’m not sure
I did, but I took a chance
and threw my hat into
nursing school,” David-
son said. 
One degree led to an-

other, one job to another,
and now she is among
leaders in her field as a
specialist in heart failure
disease.
“When I think back to

what I learned in my un-
dergraduate and mas-
ter’s programs, I
remember that when we
were doing cardiology,
anatomy and physiology.
It was what came easiest.
I could visualize it and
explain it,” she said.
“Sometimes I think we
are drawn to things we
think we have a natural
aptitude toward, and to
me that was cardiology. I
can’t imagine anything

else.” 
Since 2013, Davidson

has served as director of
the Heart Failure Disease
Management Program at
TriStar Centennial Med-
ical Center in Nashville.
She is a member of nu-
merous professional or-
ganizations and is
co-founder of the Middle
Tennessee Heart Failure
Journal Club. She pre-
sides as president over
the American Association
of Heart Failure Nurses.
In her position as di-

rector of the Heart Fail-
ure Management
Program at TriStar Cen-
tennial, Davidson directs
daily operations of all
cardiovascular specialty
clinics, including heart
failure, hypertension and
structural heart disease.
Co-founding the Mid-

dle Tennessee Heart Fail-
ure Journal Club is
something she counts as
a highlight of her career.
Also special to her is the
work she’s done  with the
American Association of
Heart Failure Nurses.
Nearly 20 years ago, she
and others in the heart
disease field began meet-
ing to collaborate on
multiple fronts.
The journal club is an-

other opportunity to net-
work with colleagues
who are facing similar
challenges and finding
innovative measures to
help patients.
“We are taking care of

the same population, fac-
ing some of the same
challenges. We get to-
gether at least four times
a year, talk about the lat-
est heart failure article or
new research, guideline
or devices and learn and
share,” she said. “There

is no competition in the
heart failure community.
We are all working to ele-
vate the care of the pop-
ulation throughout the
region, and I’m very
proud (of the club.)”
Throughout her career,

Davidson has authored
numerous professional
and educational articles
on heart failure and care
to help improve out-
comes of patients.
As a leader in her field,

Davidson was invited
twice to appear on Dr.
Oz’s health-centric TV
series. Her latest appear-
ance was broadcast in
February 2020. She has
also made numerous
professional presenta-
tions to the American As-
sociation of Heart Failure
Nurses, the Heart Failure
Society of America and
American College of Car-
diology to name a few.
Davidson said geo-

graphic boundaries, high
school curriculum or dis-
advantages of small-town
living should not be a
hindrance toward post-
secondary education.
Her advice to Critten-

den County graduates is
this:
“You have to be proud

of where you come from
to know where you are
going, have confidence in
yourself and take a leap
of faith,” Davidson said.
“For me it was continu-
ously learning, never
being satisfied with the
status quo, but being
best I can be.”
She urges students

and young professionals
to challenge themselves
regularly, take calculated
risks and to avoid fears
of leaving your comfort
zone.

Ellie McGowan of Fredonia (pictured front right) was
selected to the 2021 Murray State Homecoming Court.
McGowan is a 2020 graduate of Crittenden County High
School and a former student employee of The Critten-
den Press. MSU’s homecoming is Oct. 23.

“Healthy Forests and
Healthy Communities” is
the 2021 Conservation
District’s natural re-
source focus. 
“Although we see many

trees daily, and the Crit-
tenden County Conser-
vation District gives out
over 1,000 trees each
year, the community
may not often think
about the importance of
the trees all around us,”
the district said in a
news release.
Healthy forests add to

a healthy community,
which can be the human
community or the forest
community.  We humans
have hundreds of uses
for trees, from environ-

mental, and mental,
physical and emotional
health, to economic
uses. The community of
the forest can be the
wildlife that is sustained
by it but also the health
and variety of trees
themselves, the news rel-
release added.
K-12 students are in-

vited to illustrate these
or related ideas in a
poster. The size may be
anything from 81⁄2 x 11
inches to 14 x 22 inches.
Any material may be
used to show the idea,
but the result must be
two-dimensional. Addi-
tional rules and sugges-
tions can be found from
the District office or on-

line at Nacdnet.org/gen-
eral-resources/steward-
ship-and-education-mat
erials/contests/.
Deadline to receive

posters at the district of-
fice at 118 E. Bellville St.
is Oct. 29. 
This contest also

awards monetary prizes
at the local, state and up
to national levels. 
Creating a poster can

be a fun and rewarding
experience for area youth
in many ways. They will
also be helping the com-
munity understand why
“Healthy Forests” lead to
a “Healthy Community,”
the district said.

Madisonville’s regional
branch for Kentuckians
to obtain a state driver
permit or driver license
has opened. Residents of
area counties should
take note of the new re-
gional location in order
to make an appointment
prior to arrival. The
Madisonville site is
where Crittenden
County residents will
need to go in order to
take driver’s license test-
ing and to apply for a li-
cense.
The circuit court

clerk’s office in Marion is
no longer handling dri-
ver’s licenses.
“The new KSP regional

driver testing locations
are being done in accor-
dance with the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet’s
(KYTC) licensing model.
Regionalizing these loca-
tions will offer more effi-
cient and effective
services,” said Gov. Andy
Beshear. “I wish all Ken-
tuckians the best of luck
as they start the journey
in obtaining a Kentucky
driver’s license.”
On Monday, KSP

started offering driver
testing at the KYTC Re-
gional Drivers Licensing
Office, located at 56 Fed-
eral Street, Madisonville,
for residents of Caldwell,
Crittenden, Hopkins,
McLean, Muhlenberg
and Webster counties.
Appointments are

available Monday
through Friday and can
be made online by visit-
ing KSP’s website. Resi-
dents must make an
appointment prior to ar-
rival for a permit, driver

or commercial driver li-
cense test.
“One of the benefits of

regionalization is in-
creased availability of
testing services,” said
KSP’s Commander of
Driver Testing Captain
Marshall Johnson. “New
appointments will be
posted daily at 8 a.m.,
Monday through Friday,
and this availability is
the product of regional-
izing our services.” 
KSP is continuing to

work with the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet
and Kentucky’s circuit
court clerks to open the
remaining regional of-
fices statewide by June
30, 2022.
Prior to an appoint-

ment, new drivers
should prepare for the
exam by accessing the
only approved Kentucky
driver’s Kentucky
driver’s manual or by
viewing it through the
official KSP mobile app,
kspolice. All driver test-
ing materials can be
viewed and downloaded
free of charge.
Successful testing ap-

plicants will be served
the same day by KYTC

Driver Licensing Re-
gional Office staff to
apply for a permit or li-
cense, based on capacity
and time of day, without
scheduling a separate
appointment. The tran-
sition of licensing serv-
ices by KYTC was
mandated with passage
of House Bill 453 during
the 2020 Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly.
According to KYTC,

Kentucky will continue
offering the option of a
standard driver’s li-
cense, but a REAL ID or
other form of federally
approved identification,
such as a passport or
military ID, eventually
will be needed by people
18 and older for board-
ing commercial flights
and accessing military
bases and federal build-
ings that currently re-
quire identification.
Federal enforcement is
scheduled to begin May
3, 2023.
First-time application

for a REAL ID must be
made in person at a
Driver Licensing Re-
gional office. Specific
documentation is re-
quired. A list is online.

County tax
bills coming
Crittenden County

property tax bills, which
are typically in the mail
in early October, will be
coming late this week.
There has been a slight
delay in processing the
mailers. More than
6,000 property bills are
mailed by the county.
The City of Marion

sent out its property tax
bills last week.
Early payment of

taxes presents a dis-
count to the tax payer.
County fire dues,

which are included on
the tax bills, are not
subject to the discount.

Underdown is
real treasure
To the Editor:
For many years, our

lives have been en-
riched by the quiet,
endless labors of Mrs.
Brenda Underdown,
unpaid county histo-
rian, researcher, writer
and curator of the
county museum.
Many may not real-

ize how tirelessly this
lady works. She
doesn’t just sit at
home drinking coffee,
eating, thinking and
writing stories. She is
everywhere at once,

around town, out in
the county, climbing
through the woods,
searching through
archives, digging out
and preserving our
county’s rich and fas-
cinating history.
She rarely stops

moving.
And when she does

take a break, she sits
down and writes rich
and fascinating stories
for The Press that we
could find nowhere
else.
Brenda is a commu-

nity treasure.
Tom McKenney

Marion, Ky. 

Crittenden Residents Should Use This Site

Madisonville driver testing center opens

Soil stewardship poster contest open for entries

Letter to Editor
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Flourspar cause rise, fall of Mexico
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Forgotten
Passages

As we drive through the 
little communities scat-
tered all around Critten-
den County all 
we see now are 
a small group of 
homes and may-
be a sign stat-
ing the name of 
the community 
and the home-
town church or 
churches.  Years 
ago most of these 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
were self-sup-
porting, with 
their own school, 
churches, gro-
cery stores, post 
office� and  a few 
even had railroad 
tracks and a de-
pot.  

Let’s take a 
visit to the once 
busy town of Mexico and 
see how it got its name, 
plus what was happening 
in July 1904.

–––
How Mexico Got Its 

Name
This history of how 

Mexico got its name was 
researched and shared by 
the late Edna Shewcraft 
Macon of Owensboro.

Where in the world did 
Mexico get such a name? 
For years, this often asked 
question remained hid-
den in the alert mind of a 
retired Crittenden Coun-
ty school teacher, the 
records of her Civil War 
ancestor and the records 
of the 8�6� 3ost 2ffice 'e-
partment.

A latent interest in the 
question was renewed 
upon reading an article 
in “The History and Fami-
lies of Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, 1991.”  The ar-
ticle was apparently writ-
ten by Gustava Brasher 
Cruce, maternal grand-
daughter of John Alexan-
der Myers (1840-1916).  It 
stated in part: “After the 
Civil War ended, John A. 
Myers returned to Crit-
tenden County and was 
married to Sarah G. Pol-
lard. John became a post-
master and was asked by 
the government to give 
the post office a name�  +e 
named it “Mexico.”  She 
did not say why or when 
he named it Mexico.

According to U.S. Post 
2ffice 'epartment re-
cords� -ohn $� 0\ers first 
became a postmaster at 
+arold on 'ec� ��� ����� 
He remained until April 
11, 1893, when Charles 
L. Ballard became post-
master�  7he 3ost 2ffice 

'epartment discontin-
ued the Harold Post Of-
fice -ul\ ��� ���� and 

the mail was 
forwarded to 
Kelsey (Fredo-
nia).

On Jan. 13, 
1896, the post 
office at +ar-
old was re-es-
tablished un-
der the name 
Mexico. John 
Myers was the 
Postmaster. 
It continued 
until 6ept� ��� 
����� after the 
fluorspar com-
plex complet-
ed withdrawal 
from the area. 
Mrs. Beulah 
+ighfil was the 
postmistress 

when 0e[ico 3ost 2ffice 
closed.

Telephone interviews 
with Gustava Brasher 
Cruce in January 1998, 
brought new light to the 
naming of Mexico. She re-
lated that her grandfather 
had first recommended 
the name Annora to the 
8�6� 3ost 2ffice 'epart-
ment.  Mrs. Cruce re-
membered being told that 
the Annora name was re-
fused because there was 
already a place called An-
nora.  So then he named 
it Mexico.  She stated that 
some time in his young-
er life, she didn’t know 
when, her grandfather 
had been to the Gulf of 
Mexico.  That massive ex-
panse of water must have 
been an awesome sight 
to a land-bound young 
man from Kentucky.  He 
was so impressed that he 
returned home with a big 
pinkish conch.  Thus, the 
name Mexico.

–––
The mystery of how 

John Alexander Myers 
saw the Gulf of Mexico 
may be found in his appli-
cation for a Confederate 
Civil War Pension dated 
-ul\ ��� ����� +ere he 
states that he was a sol-
dier in Company I, 8th 
Infantry Regiment, First 
Missouri Brigade. This 
brigade was a part of the 
Trans-Mississippi Army.  
Myers surrendered at 
1ew 2rleans 0a\ ��� 
���� and was paroled in 
Alexandria, La. on June 
�� �����  )rom $le[andria 
he was taken to St. Louis 
and held until -une ��� 
����� when he tooN the 
oath and was released.  
Additionally, he stated 

that he was born in Allen 
County, Ky., and lived six 
\ears� from ���������� 
outside the state of Ken-
tucky. It seems likely that 
either his Civil War Ser-
vice or the three years 
prior to his Civil War en-
try was when he ventured 
onto the sands of the Gulf 
of Mexico.  Civil War Ser-
vice being the more likely.

–––
Mexico in 1904.  

From the files of The 
Crittenden Press – July 

22, 1904
The little village of Mex-

ico is situated on the I.C. 
Railroad midway between 
Crayneville and Fredonia, 
and is surrounded by 
some of the richest mines 
in the country.

A vast lot of spar comes 
here for shipment from 
the mines known as the 
Tabb, Tabor, Wheatcroft, 
Asbridge, Pogue and Yan-
dell.

6ince 1oY� ��� ����� 
the Kentucky Company 
has shipped from its yard 
at this place oYer ��� mil-
lion pounds of spar to 
say nothing of the other 
companies who ship their 
spar from here.

The wagons of William 
K. Bibb and Edward H. 
Mott may be seen either 
on the road or the yard, 
sometimes in compa-
ny with several others 
hauling or loading the 
products of the Kentucky 
Company from about 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

William I. Taber is fre-
quently called from his 
farm to do the same busi-
ness for the Marion Min-

eral Company and the 
Wheatcroft Company.

Besides this wonderful 
buzz and whirl from two 
to �� spar wagons ma\ 
be heard the clinkerty 
clink of our two black-
smiths, Robinson and 
Parmley, also the hurry 
scurry of Ben Capps and 
Will Polk who represent a 
part of the farming inter-
est of Mexico.

The town has two gen-
eral stores, well stocked 
and thriving.  John A. 
Myers and John T. Nel-
son may be seen show-
ing goods to customers 
or exchanging general 
merchandise for cash or 
produce.

We understand there 
are two box cars put off 
here which are to serve 
for the much needed de-
pot at this place for which 
we are grateful.

In 1904 it was record-
ed that thousands of 
tons of fluorspar were in 
the freight yards ready 
for shipment by train to 
plants up North.  The re-
port continued that Mexi-
co is the natural shipping 
point for a large scope of 
our mining territory, em-
bracing the Hodge, Riley, 
Pogue, Yandell, Asbridge, 
Tabb, Wheatcroft and 
other mines and the town 
will certainly grow with 
the prospective expansion 
of the mining business 
and has a bright prospect 
ahead.  

:e haYe a Yer\ fine puE-
lic well here with some 
medical properties.

Our soil is best adapted 
to the raising of hay, to-

bacco, sweet potatoes and 
sorghum, and all we lack 
for a success with these 
articles is a little feed for 
our fields and some legal 
ability to get Esq. Myers 
and George Moneymaker 
to muzzle their moles.

The inhabitants of Mex-
ico are of a whitish com-
plexion, varying in size 
from 100 to 300 pounds. 
In nature, our inhabitants 
are a peaceable bunch.

–––
Later history of Mexico

,n ���� the 0e[i-
co-Frances mines were 
the largest producing 
fluorspar mines in the 
nation. This mining dis-
trict provided hundreds 
of jobs for the men in the 
surrounding towns and 
communities.  The un-
derground mining of flu-
orspar was a dangerous 
and health threatening 
job, but it was a risk they 
took to providing a good 
living for their families. 
7hese fluorspar�produc-
ing mines also provided 
income for other busi-
nesses in the area.  

Fluorspar was in de-
mand as a flu[ for iron 
and steel, alumina and 
the enameling indus-
tries.  It was used to 
maNe h\drofluoric acid 
and played a part in oth-
er smaller industries.  At 
the time it was thought it 
would continue to be one 

of Kentucky’s best in-
dustries. Lafayette Mine 
at Mexico was the larg-
est employer in Critten-
den County, and it was 
likely employed more 
people than any other 
fluorspar mine in west-
ern Kentucky at the time 
Eetween ���� and �����

,n ���� the 8�6� 6teel 
Corp., discovered it 
could purchase fluor-
spar at a lower rate in 
foreign countries.  One 
by one, starting with La-
fayette Mine, Crittenden 
&ount\’s fluorspar mines 
closed.  The closings dev-
astated people county-
wide.  This was the end 
to Mexico’s growth as a 
town, and families from 
Mexico and many other 
of our small local com-
munities, had to move to 
other states to find worN 
to provide a living for 
their families.

Today Mexico is a small 
community with several 
families still living there. 
Some of these families 
have roots from these ear-
ly hard working men and 
women.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

Before the train depot and loading yard were built, the fluorspar from the local mines 
would be put in piles near the railroad tracks and the Illinois Central would leave two 
box cars on a side rail to be loaded. The box cars would be picked up when filled 
with the wonderful mineral and moved on to its future destination.

Terri Humphrey-Nesbitt shared this photo of the old Mexico Depot. Her family lived 
in Mexico and her parents, Roy and Geneva Humphrey, also ran a grocery store 
near this depot station when Mexico was a thriving little community.
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What kind of world 
would it be if we allowed 
12-year-old children to 
drive without training, 
or operate power tools 
without practice? What 
if, because we 
wanted to keep 
them occu-
pied, we gave 
them unsuper-
vised and un-
trained access 
to predators, 
pornography, 
unscrupulous 
snake oil sales-
people, ma-
nipulative and 
devious people 
of all ages and 
nationalities. 
What if we did 
this in a world 
where the de-
sire of nearly 
half of all chil-
dren is to be 
“famous” or “an influ-
encer,” neither of which, 
on their own, contribute 
anything productive to 
society? What if we did 
this in a world where 
most journalists get into 
the profession to seek 
truth and report it, but 
rather want to “make a 
difference.” Would we 
not expect that world 
to destroy our children 
from the inside out? Oh, 
wait...never mind.

Leave it to us to take 
one of the greatest and 
most powerful tools (per-
haps the most powerful) 
in history and use it to 
placate and destroy our 
children at the same 
time. All the while be-
moaning the future and 
opining, “kids today.”

A 2017 report on CNBC 
indicated that Instagram 
and Snapchat were do-
ing emotional and psy-
chological damage to our 
teens, especially girls. 

A recent report by the 
Wall Street Journal, 
which includes some of 
Facebook’s internal re-
search, states, “In one 
study of teens in the 
U.S. and U.K., Facebook 
found that more than 
40 percent of Instagram 
users who reported feel-
ing ‘unattractive’ said 
the feeling began on the 
app. About a quarter of 
the teens who reported 
feeling ‘not good enough’ 
said the feeling started 
on Instagram. Many also 
said the app undermined 
their confidence in the 
strength of their friend-
ships.”

In the WSJ report, 

Jean Twenge (author of 
The Narcissism Epidem-
ic, 2009) said, “If you be-
lieve that R.J. Reynolds 
should have been more 
truthful about the link 

between smok-
ing and lung 
cancer, then 
you should 
probably be-
lieve that Face-
book should be 
more upfront 
about links 
to depression 
among teen 
girls.” For the 
full WSJ article 
see: Facebook 
Knows Insta-
gram Is Toxic 
for Teen Girls, 
Company Doc-
uments Show 
- WSJ.

It is no acci-
dent that near-

ly all of silicone valley 
managers and executives 
ban their children from 
social media – they know 
its harm in the hands of 
young people who have 
little or no guidance. 

Social media has been 
one of the great blessings 
of our age. It must, how-
ever, be recognized for 
the powerful and poten-
tially dangerous tool that 
it is. The time for saying, 
“I’m old and don’t un-
derstand,” or “kids will 
be kids,” or “when will 
someone do something,” 
is well past. Never is a 
good time to say those 
things. 

Social media will not, 
government cannot, and 
teachers are not given 
enough authority to do 
much about any of this. 
It comes down to par-
ents and grandparents 
training, managing and 
protecting children from 
such dangers. 

There is so much beau-
ty in this world. To focus 
on one’s filtered face or 
photoshopped body is 
not healthy. And some-
one needs to tell these 
young people that pic-
tures with toilets in the 
background is not a good 
look anyway. Seeking af-
firmation from nothing 
but image is a recipe for 
pain.

St. Theresa of Avila 
spoke of beauty beyond 
the eyes in The Interior 
Castle, “Nothing can be 
compared to the great 
beauty and capabilities 
of a soul; however keen 
our intellects may be, 
they are as unable to 

comprehend them as to 
comprehend God, for, as 
He has told us, He creat-
ed us in His own image 
and likeness.”

Later she says some-
thing that all of our 
children, especially our 
daughters need to hear. 
“It is no small misfor-
tune and disgrace that, 
through our own fault, 
we neither understand 
our nature nor our ori-
gin. Would it not be gross 
ignorance, my daugh-
ters, if, when a man 
was questioned about 
his name, or country, 
or parents, he could not 
answer? Stupid as this 
would be, it is unspeak-
ably more foolish to care 
to learn nothing of our 
nature except that we 
possess bodies, and only 
to realize vaguely that 
we have souls, because 
people say so and it is a 
doctrine of faith. Rarely 
do we reflect upon what 
gifts our souls may pos-
sess, who dwells within 
them, or how extremely 
precious they are. There-
fore we do little to pre-
serve their beauty; all 
our care is concentrated 
on our bodies, which are 
but the coarse setting of 
the diamond, or the out-
er walls of the castle.”

Such will guard our 
children if we have the 
courage to teach them. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

How do I look? n The Paris Reunion 2021 
has been cancelled due to 
the current COVID-19 pan-
demic and other variants in 
Crittenden County.

n Piney Fork Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, Hwy. 
506, will be having a car 
show, fish fry and yard sale 
from � a.m.�2 p.m., 6atur-
day, Oct. 2. Entry fee is �20 
with t-shirts and 1, 2 and 3 
place trophies. Proceeds 
go to 6t. -ude’s Childrens 
Hospital.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 

the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from ��3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from � a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth 6at-
urday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from � to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 

the church.
n The clothes closet at 

Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from � to ���30 a.m. 
each Monday.

� Cave 6prings Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
-oy in /ivingston County 
offers food 2� hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Do you have something 
planned? Email details to 
thepress@the-press.com 
or call (270) 965-3191

Local Events & News

Question: Because I am 
a Christian, people at work 
slander me. Their degrading 
language is hard to take. I 
want to quit, but I need the 
job. What should I do?

Answer: :e live in a fall-
en, broken world and one 
can’t expect unbelievers to 
have a heart for the things of 
God. As long as we are on 
earth, we will face trials and 
persecution. 

The easy thing would 
be to bail out, but another 
job as good as the one you 
have may be hard to come 
by. While we may want a 
message of deliverance, the 
message from Christ is to en-
dure.  Have you considered 
maybe God has you in that 
particular job to be a special 
witness for Him"

On earth, -esus received 
opposition and persecution, 
and His followers can expect 
persecution, too. That puts 
us in good company.

Christ wants us to en-
dure in times of persecution 
and be strong in Him. Only 
through a daily relationship 

to Christ can we stand strong 
and steadfast.

 If we endure persecution, 
the risen Christ promised, 
´Be faithful, even to the point 

of death, and I will give you 
the crown of lifeµ (Rev. 2��0). 
Hopefully we will never ex-
perience a life�threatening 
situation because of our faith. 
But it’s great to know that we 
can stand strong because 
Christ lives in us through the 
indwelling Holy 6pirit. 

6end your questions to� 
bob@bobhardison.com

In difficulties, endure and stand strong in Christ

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



for sale
Firewood for sale by the 
truck load (½ ton Ford 
F-150 with 6 ft. bed) or 
trailer load (5 ftx12 ft trail-
er). All loads will be load-
ed loose (not stacked in 
the trailer or truck) and will 
be at least one foot above 
the side rails of either the 
trailer or truck. Cost per 
pickup load will be $55, 
and $120 for trailer load. 
Delivery is free within 10 
miles of Crittenden Coun-
ty Courthouse and outside 
10-mile radius will be $2 
per mile over 10 miles. All 
sales final and payment 
must be made before un-
loaded. If a load is to be 
stacked by the delivery 
person, there will be a 
$5 per load stacking fee 
for pickup and $10 stack-
ing fee for trailer. Contact 
Ralph Perryman (270) 
969-2214 or Bill Frazer 
(270) 704-0150. Delivery 
same day. (4t-41-c)

yard sales
Big yard sale at Rozann’s 
Place in Salem, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., Oct. 7, Oct. 8 and 
Oct. 9. (2t-40-c)
Three-family yard sale, 
Sept. 30, Oct. 1 and Oct. 
2., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 139 N. 
College St., Marion. Lots 
of items. New items each 
day. Make offer on items 
not marked. (1t-39-p)

wanted
.22 rifle wanted. Inexpen-
sive, used rifle preferred 
as long as it works. Will 
also pay for some ammo. 
Call Mike (713) 667-4388. 
(1t-39-p)

for rent
4 BR, 2 bath mobile home, 
central HVAC, stove, trash 
pickup and yard mainte-
nance, $500/month plus 
$500 deposit. (270) 704-
3234. (37-tfc) je

employment
Wanted: Caregiver to sit 
with elderly man, week-
end position. Call (270) 
704-3244 or (270) 969-
8130. (3t-40-p)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package, and 
advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, 
and substitute positions 
available. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-39-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $12 & 
up based on skill & expe-
rience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 

steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-47-p)

notice
No hunting or trespass-
ing on property known as 
the Dowdy or Pearson 
property at Old Fords Fer-
ry Road. Clarence “Joe” 
Ledbetter. (2t-40-p)
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
fied department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
A request for a Zoning 
Map Amendment for the 
property located at 111 
Rochester Avenue, Mar-
ion, KY has been filed 
with the Marion Planning 
Commission. A request 
to establish zoning for 
the property/properties as 
Residential 3 with MHO 
overlay will be considered.
A public hearing will be 
held at 5:30 p.m., Oct. 14, 
2021 before the Marion 
Planning Commission at 
the Council Chambers in 
City Hall, 217 South Main 
St., Marion, KY.
For further information, 
contact the City of Mar-
ion at (270) 965-2266. 
(2t-40-c)

statewides
ASSISTED LIVING

Looking for assisted liv-
ing, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior 
living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-833-430-
2368  today!

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the new iPhone 11 
or Next Generation Sam-

sung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One offer. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-478-
8859
EDUCATION/TRAINING

Need competent lawmak-
ers, civic leaders, pastors, 
donors to start a Chris-
tian school/homeschool 
co-op in your city/ county.  
Limited funding available 
for Accelerated Chris-
tian Education curriculum 
for schools/co-ops with 
competent leadership.  
Please email kyeducation 
options@gmail.com  with 
your interest, county, bio 
and contact information.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office 
Professional online at 
CTI! Get Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in months! 
Call 855-813-7817
Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career and earn your 
Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, 
call 855-496-0165
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW af-
fordable payment/month. 
Reduce interest. Stop 
calls.  FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 833-458-
0959
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .60 cpm w/ option 
to make .70 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-329-
2415

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extend-
ed warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 
1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
New Medicare Part D 
Insulin Savings Mod-
el.  Stable, Predictable 
Insulin Copays through-
out 2021!  $35/ Month 
through Deductible, Initial, 
and Coverage Gap stag-
es.  Cumberland Benefits, 
502.386.7857
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE!  Near-
ly invisible, fully recharge-
able IN-EAR NANO hear-
ing aids priced thousands 
less than competitors!  45-
day trial! 855-491-9600

MISCELLANEOUS
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com
AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bun-
dle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-866-515-1316.
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-

ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-844-
759-0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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The Kentucky Consti-
tution allows the Gover-
nor – and only the
Governor – to call the
General Assembly into
Extraordinary (Special)
Session and the governor
did so. The Constitution
also requires the General
As s emb l y
to only con-
sider what
the Gover-
nor stipu-
lates in the
call.
In the

governor’s
call we were
asked to
c o n s i d e r
legislation
to address
several topics. These in-
cluded extending the
(COVID-19) state of
emergency until Jan. 15,
2022; setting forth the
criteria regarding the
Governor’s authority to
require facial coverings
in indoor settings in cer-
tain circumstances; pro-
viding additional
flexibility for school dis-
tricts; and making an ap-
propriation from the
American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) to support
COVID-19 mitigation
and prevention activities
such as testing and vac-
cine distribution. 
We were also asked to

extend by an additional
30 days a state of emer-
gency declared by the
Governor in response to
the flash flooding in
Nicholas County and the
City of Carlisle on Aug. 3.
Lastly we were asked to
consider additional flexi-
bility for the manner in
which incentives can be
provided to economic de-
velopment projects with
more than $2 billion in
investment. 
A Joint Resolution is

generally used for con-
tinuing or emergency ap-
propriations, goes
through the same legisla-
tive process as a bill and
has the same effect as a
bill when it becomes law.
During the Special Ses-
sion, one joint resolution
and four bills were con-
sidered. All five pieces of
legislation passed and
have become law. The
five pieces of legislation
were House Joint Reso-
lution (HJR) 1 and Sen-
ate Bills (SB) 1, 2, 3 and
5.
HJR 1 extended a

number of the Gover-
nor’s Executive Orders
through Jan. 15. Among
these were price gouging
protections, liability pro-

tection for businesses,
extending licensing re-
quirement deadlines and
having health insurers
waive the costs for
COVID-19 screening,
testing and immuniza-
tions. It also extended for
an additional 30 days the
state of emergency order
for Nicholas County in its
recovery from flash flood-
ing.
HJR 1 did not extend

mask mandates nor give
the governor authority to
close businesses, schools
or churches nor give the
Governor the authority
to enact vaccine man-
dates.
The governor declared

a State of Emergency on
March 6, 2020 and it has
remained in place since
then. Eighteen months is
far too long.
Coronaviruses are a

large family of viruses
that have been around
for a long time. Many can
cause a variety of ill-
nesses from a mild cough
to severe respiratory ill-
nesses. COVID-19 is
simply one of several
coronaviruses that are
known to infect humans.
All indications are that

COVID-19 and its vari-
ants will be with us for a
very long time if not for-
ever. It is time to cut the
COVID cord. We can’t be
in a state of emergency
forever. We must learn to
live with COVID-19 as we
do with the flu and other
viruses including other
coronaviruses. Some of
the items included in
HJR 1 are fine and could
be considered in sepa-
rate pieces of legislation.
However I do not believe
that putting off con-
fronting the governor’s
emergency orders an-
other four months is in
the best interests of the
Commonwealth. There-
fore I voted no on HJR 1.
SB 1 removed the

mask mandate for chil-
dren in Kindergarten
through Grade 12 as well
as children two and older
in licensed childcare fa-
cilities. SB 1 also prohib-
ited all regulatory
agencies from promul-
gating any administra-
tive regulation that is
identical to, or substan-
tially the same as, the
mask mandate. The deci-
sion of whether or not to
require masks for chil-
dren is now left to local
school boards and the
owners of licensed child-
care facilities. 
My preference was that

the decision be left to

parents, but the majority
did not feel the same.  All
other language in the bill
such as the number of
required instructional
hours in schools and the
calculation of per pupil
education funding re-
main the same as in leg-
islation passed earlier
this year during the Gen-
eral Assembly’s regular
session. If SB 1 did not
pass, the mask man-
dates for children would
remain in place. There-
fore I voted yes on SB 1. 
The Kentucky Consti-

tution states that “The
Governor shall have the
power to disapprove any
part or parts of appropri-
ation bills embracing dis-
tinct items.” The
constitution does not au-
thorize this type of veto
for any other types of leg-
islation. SB 1 was not an
appropriation bill. Never-
theless, the Governor ve-
toed part of the bill. The
governor seems to have
violated our constitution
since he exercised a line-
item veto in a non-appro-
priation bill. In an
abundance of caution,
however, the legislature
overrode his veto. I voted
to override the veto.
SB 2 modified the defi-

nition of COVID-19 pan-
demic to mean the
national emergency dec-
laration concerning
COVID-19 as declared by
the President of the
United States and the
United States Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services rather
than the Governor’s
March 6, 2020 executive
order.
SB 2 requires local

health departments to
recognize religious objec-
tions, conscientiously
held objections, or med-
ical opinions of an indi-
vidual’s health care
provider against vaccina-
tions in an area of an
epidemic. The Cabinet
for Health and Family
Services already was re-
quired to recognize those
objections and medical
exemptions. Now local
health departments
must do the same.
SB 2 also prevents fu-

ture statewide mask
mandates. I vote yes on
SB 2, but the governor
again line-item vetoed
part of the bill even
though it was not an ap-
propriation bill. As be-
fore, in an abundance of
caution, the legislature
overrode his veto. I voted
to override the veto.
SB 3 directed certain

money from the ARPA to
aid healthcare needs re-
lated to COVID-19. The
bill emphasizes that
funding for the Health
and Family Services Cab-
inet should be prioritized
for COVID-19 testing but
did not preclude spend-
ing the money elsewhere.
With no restrictions on
how the money could be
spent, I voted no on SB
3.
SB 5 appropriated

$410.6 million from the
Budget Reserve Trust
Fund for economic devel-
opment projects that
have a minimum invest-
ment of $2 billion. The
money is to be used in
the form of forgivable
loans to those companies
committing to invest $2
Billion or more. The loan
forgiveness won’t be
given all at once, but
rather given over time as
certain criteria are met.
We’ve been told that
there are several major
projects being considered
by companies and that
without this bill, Ken-
tucky would lose the
projects to another state.
Details of these poten-

tial projects were not
provided, but a decision
by one company is sup-
posed to be made by the
end of September. It is
my hope that this project
or more will come to
fruition.
The $410.6 million ap-

propriated in SB 5 would
not be returned to the
Budget Reserve Trust
Fund if a project or proj-
ects fall through and the
Cabinet for Economic
Development will be re-
questing additional
funds in the 2022 Ses-
sion of the General As-
sembly.  Without
additional information I
felt it best to vote no.
As I said, it is my hope

that this project or more
will come to fruition and
by the time this update is
published a decision will
probably have been
made.

Rep. Bechler represents
Crittenden, Caldwell, Liv-
ingston and part of Christian
counties in the Kentucky
House. He can be reached
through the toll-free message
line in Frankfort at 800- 372-
7181, directly at 502- 564-
8100, by visiting the Kentucky
Legislature Home page at leg-
islature.ky.gov and clicking on
the Legislature button and
then the contact a member
link, or by mail to the Capitol
Annex, Frankfort, KY 40601.

The Kentucky General
Assembly utilized its au-
thority to shape the
state’s response to the
pandemic during a three-
day special session end-
ing just before midnight
on Thursday, Sept. 9.
Upon the governor’s call
for a session, we passed
bills in both the House
and Senate dealing with
many aspects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
While no action taken
during the pandemic will
enjoy universal support,
Republican supermajori-
ties took a balanced ap-
proach by focusing on
public health, individual
liberties, and localized
control. 
Recently, the Kentucky

Supreme Court ruled
that a lower court incor-
rectly blocked laws
passed during the 2021
Regular Session reining
in the executive authority
regarding emergency
powers. With that, the
legislature used this spe-
cial session to extend
some emergency execu-
tive actions and eliminate
others. New COVID-19
mitigation strategies
were also considered to
provide relief to institu-
tions strained by the
pandemic, including
schools, hospitals, busi-
nesses, and nursing
homes.
Senate Joint Resolu-

tion 1 extended specific
executive orders, regula-
tions, and other actions.
Of particular note is that
we did not implement or

permit the governor to
issue a statewide mask
mandate. For the pur-
poses of federal funding
and other regulations
that we
viewed as
essential, we
allowed the
state of
emergency
to remain in
effect until
January 15,
2022.
Senate Bill

1 (SB 1)
reaf f irmed
that there
would be no statewide
mask mandate in schools
but instead leaves that
decision to the local
school boards. The goal
of SB 1 is to prioritize in-
person learning by stabi-
lizing school funding,
assisting with staff short-
ages and creating condi-
tions for state and local
health departments to
support local school dis-
tricts with COVID-19
mitigation plans.
Under this legislation,

the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Public Health
(DPH) would develop a
“test-to-stay” model for
school districts to mini-
mize quarantining for
non-symptomatic stu-
dents and staff, encour-
aging students to be in
the classroom as much
as possible. Additional
language in SB 1 pro-
vides that the DPH shall
assist local school dis-
tricts in implementing
their board-approved

COVID-19 plans,
whether they concern a
test-to-stay method,
masking guidelines, con-
tact tracing, or quaran-
tining. The intent is to
allow room for a targeted
learning experience in
the event of virus expo-
sure, as teachers would
still be required to teach
from their regular class-
rooms.
In light of critical

staffing shortages, SB 1
will make it easier for re-
tired teachers to return
to the classroom, in some
cases as soon as 30 days
after retiring. It also pro-
vides temporary revisions
for the hiring of substi-
tute teachers, back-
ground checks and
school schedules.
Senate Bill 2 concerns

one of the most heart-
breaking parts of the
pandemic and estab-
lishes safety protocols for
loved ones to visit family
members in long-term
care facilities. This bill
defines criteria for a fam-
ily or friend to be desig-
nated as an essential,
compassionate caregiver.
SB 2 also acknowledges
the governor’s statewide
mask mandate deficiency
but encourages vaccina-
tions, COVID-19 testing
and greater access to
monoclonal antibody
treatments, such as Re-
generon. 
A provision to SB 2

provides assistance for
health care providers,
jails, prisons, homeless
shelters and local health

departments in acquiring
COVID-19 tests. Another
will allow paramedics to
work in hospitals to re-
lieve a nursing shortage.
Senate Bill 3  will redi-

rect more than $69 mil-
lion of State Fiscal
Recovery funds to the
Kentucky Cabinet for
Health and Family Serv-
ices. The money was left
over from the repayment
of a federal loan to Ken-
tucky’s Unemployment
Insurance Trust Fund
that was taken out to
cover a surge of pan-
demic-related unemploy-
ment claims.
The money will help

health care providers,
schools and others im-
plement provisions of SB
1 and SB 2. These in-
clude purchasing
COVID-19 tests, estab-
lishing regional mono-
clonal antibody
treatment centers and
test-to-stay programs in
schools.
Senate Bill 5  is an eco-

nomic development in-
centive bill requested by
the governor and the
Kentucky Cabinet for
Economic Development
to only apply to projects
over $2 billion. It will uti-
lize existing programs.
However, these incen-
tives will be paid out over
time to ensure any proj-
ect meets the required
job and wage targets.
Some incentives will be
in the form of forgivable
loans.

Kentucky is in the
running for at least one

mega project eyeing
Hardin County. Lan-
guage within SB 5 can be
compared to state eco-
nomic development in-
centives the General
Assembly passed in the
late 1980s, which
brought Toyota’s first
American assembly plant
to Georgetown. It is now
the world’s largest Toyota
manufacturing facility
where the Lexus ES350,
Avalon, Camry and some
hybrid counterparts are
assembled.
Bills signed into law by

the governor included SB
3 and SB 5. Line-item ve-
toes placed on SB 1 and
SB 2 were swiftly overrid-
den. These bills con-
tained an emergency
clause, meaning they be-
come law immediately
upon signature of either
the governor or the Sec-
retary of State.
As a legislative body, it

is our job to stabilize the
system and this new leg-
islation is an attempt to

do so during these un-
precedented times. The
General Assembly still
faces serious budget and
policy decisions in the
upcoming 2022 Regular
Session. Still, we will re-
main dedicated to finding
the best legislative
course of action for citi-
zens across the Com-
monwealth as we
continue to navigate the
pandemic. 
Thank you for your

questions and concerns.
I hope you will remain
engaged with legislative
happenings for the re-
mainder of the interim by
visiting www.legisla-
ture.ky.gov or
www.KET.org/legisla-
ture. It is an honor to
serve you in Frankfort.

Sen. Robby Mills (R-Hender-
son) represents Kentucky’s 4th
Senate District which includes,
Caldwell, Crittenden, Hender-
son, Livingston, Union and
Webster Counties. 
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50 YEARS AGO
September 30, 1971
n Ten students from the
drama class at Crittenden
County High School went
to Louisville to see “The
Glass Menagerie.” Attend-
ing the play were Don
Brown, Kim Brown, Rene
Hughes, Scottie Leet, Joe
Porter, Janice Singleton,
Cathy Starrick, Sherry
Tinsley, Shanan Travis and
Gaye Wardlaw. 
n More than 100 members
of the Kentucky Home-
maker clubs were in Dal-
las, Texas for the annual
meeting of the National Ex-
tension Homemakers
Council. Attending from
Crittenden County were
Mrs. Vernon Fritts and Mrs.
Wilbur Fritts. 

25 YEARS AGO
October 3, 1996
n Members of the Critten-
den County Homecoming
Court were Kindra Carna-
han, freshman; Terri Travis,
sophomore; Jenny Boone,
junior; and seniors Jennifer
Winn, Julie Tinsley and
April Wood. 
n Air Force Airman 1st
Class Jennifer L. James
graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air
Force Base in San Antonio,
Texas. 
n Sophomore Jamie Travis
took first place in a cross
country meet at Caldwell
County with a time of
18:50. 
n Crittenden County native
and former Rocket football
player, Frank Head, was in-
ducted into the Murray
State Athletics Hall of
Fame during Racer football
homecoming festivities. 
n Kenny Perry was the top
black powder shooter in
the state 4-H finals. 

10 YEARS AGO
September 29, 2011
n The Crittenden County’s
Rocket Regiment com-
peted in the Pride of
Graves County marching
band invitational. They
placed first in the Class A
division. They also re-
ceived trophies for best
percussion and best color
guard. Members of the
Rocket Regiment were
Lindsay Sizemore, Peyton
Guess, Terra Williams,
Ashley Harris, Leah Scott,

Ellen Merrick, Sarah
Hodge, Hannah Roberts,
Kaci Beard, Amelia Gilley,
Jake Tabor, Emily Shew-
craft, Monica Hodge, Sara
Watson, Mason Haire,
Josh Tabor, Chirs Swilley,
Cody Pinson, Hayden Mc-
Connell, Marcus Hughes,
Michael Adams, Cody
Hayes, Sean Watson and
Dylan Doyle. Band director
is Jonathan Nash. 
n Crittenden County High
School senior Emily Shew-
craft was named a com-
mended student for the
2012 National Merit Schol-
arship program. 
n The Class of 1956 held
its 55th class reunion at the
Majestic Steak House in
Princeton. Those in atten-
dance were Martha Cook
Kirk, JoAn Hurst McDon-
ald, Nancy Hopkins Rush-
ing, Gus Browning Hunt, Jo
Ann Moore Traylor, Naomi
Hodge Jennings, Joyce
Winters Claghorn, Linda
Kirk tabor, Brendyth Easley
Boone, Anna Lee Hughes
Johnson, Roberta Drury
Shewmaker, Patsy Craw-
ford Hearell, C.W. Stevens,
Wendell Ordway, Donald
Martin, Sarah Alexander
Ford, Connie Majors Pol-
ston, Junior Williams, G.H.
McMican, Norvel Greenlee,
Thomas Wring, Sam
Hodge, Paul Belt, Bobby
Fox, Paull Crowell and E.J.
Dewitt. 
n Crittenden County’s Jun-
ior Golf program held its
season-ending tournament
at Marion Country Club.
Participants were Carsen
Easley, Braxton Winders,
Benjamin Evans, Elliot
Evans, Maggie Blazina,
Jack Reddick, Evan Belt,
Jonah Reddick, Emma
Williams, Trace Derrington,
Aaron Locke, Payton
Purvis, Dayton Simpkins,
Lauren Gilchrist, Logan
Belt, Chris Haire, Kerstie
Gregory, Meredith Evans,
Francesca Pierce, Will Tol-
ley, Brennan Jones, Kyler
Withrow, Braden Locke,
Reid Baker, Devin Belt,
Colby Watson, Cameron
McDaniel, Hunter Stone,
Ethan Stone, James
Crider, Kaiden Hollis and
Callie Brown. 
n Winners of the Jake
Hodge Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund 4-Person Golf
tournament at Salem’s
Deer Lakes Golf Course
were Jeremy Shoulders,
Stefanie Hardin, Jason
Guess and Travis Hunter. 
n Madisyn Swizter and
Carter Elliot were crowned
as Little Miss and Mister
Pumpkin festival. 

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

Lynn
BECHLER
KY STATE HOUSE

Guest
Commentary

Senator explains GOP’s approach to pandemic response
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State of Emergency cannot last forever



STAFF REPORT
A school masking pol-

icy was adopted by the
Crittenden County
Board of Education
Tuesday, Sept. 28.
If Crittenden County’s

incidence rate is in the
red on the state’s color-
coded COVID map,
mandatory masking will
be required.
If Crittenden County is

in the orange, staff and
students will mask while
moving inside buildings
but masking will be op-
tional if seated at least
three feet apart.

Yellow or green on the
state map means masks
will be optional, but en-
couraged.
Beginning Oct. 15,

school officials will com-
municate on Friday the
masking expectations for
the following week.
“I think this is a care-

ful, measured metric
most people are familiar
with and can under-
stand,” said Superin-
tendent Vince Clark.
“This reflects us listening
to responses to our sur-
vey, honors peoples’
input and our obligation

to protect each other. It’s
being a good neighbor.”
Parents Tracye New-

com and Laurie Impas-
tato spoke against
continuing a mask man-
date. Newcom said the
board’s mandate is an
overreach of the board’s
oath. She said masking
should be a parental de-
cision since the FDA
considers masks medical
devices. Citing Bible
verses, Impastato, a sur-
gical nurse, asked the
board not to give into the
fear of COVID.
The board also ap-

proved lengthening
school days by 10 min-
utes effective Oct. 12.
Classes will start 5 min-
utes earlier and dismiss-
ing 5 minutes later each
day. Doing this will bank
four school days that
could be used in the
event classes are dis-
missed for inclement
weather or sickness. 
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STAFF REPORT
Students and staff

have a free pass to pre-
vent an automatic 10-
day quarantine thanks
to a new Test2Stay op-
tion approved Tuesday,
Sept. 28 by the Critten-
den County Board of Ed-
ucation.
Test2Stay will be of-

fered to students and
staff who are determined
to be close contacts of a
COVID positive, allowing
them to test each day for
six days and remain in
school, as long as they
continue to test negative.
Timeline to begin the

testing option will be
worked out in the com-
ing days. 

Tests will be adminis-
tered at no cost to stu-
dents, staff or the school
district. Testing will be
provided by Pearl Diag-
nostic Laboratory in
Louisville, which will
provide contract employ-
ees for on-site testing.
Tests likely wold be of-

fered each morning prior
to class.
Test2Stay programs,

which utilize nasal
swabs, require parental
permission. Pearl Diag-
nostic Laboratory ad-
ministers the COVID-19
testing at Christian
County and Mayfield In-
dependent school dis-
tricts among others.
If students or staff test

negative, they may con-
tinue to attend in-person
school, compared to the
previous plan which
called for an automatic
10-day quarantine with
a close contact. Positive
tests are followed up
with a polymerase chain
reaction  (PCR) test.
Those samples would be
sent overnight to the
Louisville laboratory,
with results expected
within 24-48 hours.
Chip Connor, speaking

on behalf of Pearl Diag-
nostic, told the board of
education that the PCR
test is not a second nasal
swab. Instead, it is ad-
ministered through a
saliva sample or swab of

the back of the tongue.
PCR tests do not have to
be administered by the
Louisville lab. They can
be done by a medical
provider of choice.
This policy will be in

place for students in all
grades and should go
into effect in October.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS
A wooded area recently

became a classroom and
Crittenden County
School District’s school
resource officer John
Shoffner joined science
teacher Casey Evans to
give students a lesson to
remember.
It’s an engaging learn-

ing experience with Proj-
ect Lead The Way’s
“Sherlock Bones,” part of
the curriculum’s Human

Body Systems course. 
In the mock-crime-

scene activity, students
were called to a site
where skeletal remains
of two individuals were
found. They were tasked
with recovery of the re-
mains and examination
and documentation of
the scene. Using knowl-
edge learned in the
course and armed with
lab equipment, they de-
termined the sex, age,

height and race of the re-
mains and used that in-
formation to identify any
matches to missing per-
sons from the area.
Evans said the course

challenges students with
real world problems and
allows them to solve
mysteries in an engaging
and hands-on style while
learning about potential
career interests. 
“I hope to instill critical

thinking skills, lab skills,

knowledge, communica-
tion, and employability
skills to be competitive
and successful in our
21st century world,” she
said.
Donations of new or

gently used scrubs are
needed for the BioMed
students. If anyone
would like to donate ,
contact the teacher via
email casey.evans@crit-
tenden.kyschools.us. 

Sherlock Bones gives BioMed students real world forensics experience

School resource officer John Shoffner talks to students
last week at the mock crime scene.

Test2Stay approved for students, staff

School days lengthened; mask
policy defined by school board
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UPCOMING EVENTS
CCHS Schedule
THURSDAY, Sept. 30
Volleyball hosts Webster County
FRIDAY, Oct. 1
Varsity football hosts Bethlehem
SATURDAY, Oct. 2
Jr Pro football hosts Union County
MONDAY, Oct. 4
Soccer district tournament at Lyon
Volleyball at Livingston Central
TUESDAY, Oct. 5
Volleyball hosts Ft. Campbell

FOOTBALL
Friday night tickets
Tickets to Friday’s high school foot-

ball game between Crittenden County
and Bethlehem are available on Tick-
etLeap. The game will be broadcast
live on NFHS Network if complications
with the on-site camera are worked
out at the stadium. If the NFHS Net-
work is not operable, The Press
broadcast crew will have the game on
YouTube.

COLLEGE X-COUNTRY
Keller No. 2 in race
Kentucky Wesleyan Athletics has

named Kate Keller of Crittenden
County its Female Athlete of the
Week. Keller, a freshman at the col-
lege, led the Panthers to a team vic-
tory in a Division 2 Showcase last
week at Nashville. She finished sec-
ond overall in the cross country 5K
race with a time of 20:37.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Bull Frog                   May 21 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                    Aug. 21 - Nov. 12
Dove                         Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Deer archery             Sept. 4 - Jan. 17
Turkey archery          Sept. 4 - Jan. 17
Canada goose      Sept. 16 - Sept. 30
Deer crossbow       Sept. 18 - Jan. 17
Turkey crossbow        Oct. 1 - Oct. 17
Raccoon hunt             Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer youth                            Oct. 9-10
Deer muzzleloader             Oct. 16-17     
Turkey shotgun        Oct. 23 - Oct. 29
Deer gun                  Nov. 13 - Nov. 28
Turkey crossbow     Nov. 13 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Raccoon trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Quail                        Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Rabbit                      Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Bobcat trap              Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Fox hunt/trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Dove                          Nov. 25 - Dec. 5
Duck                        Nov. 25 - Nov. 28
Canada goose         Nov. 25 - Feb. 15
Bobcat hunt             Nov. 27 - Feb. 28
Turkey shotgun         Dec. 4 - Dec. 10
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Deer muzzleloader            Dec. 11-19
Dove                          Dec. 18 - Jan. 9
Deer youth                             Jan. 1-2

DEER HUNTING
Archers get 24 more
Archers have been averaging about

25 deer a week since the bow season
opened early this month. As of Tues-
day, Crittenden County archers have
taken 99 whitetails, including 45
bucks. They harvested 24 deer over
the past week. Youth rifle hunters will
get a chance at whitetails in just over
a week. The youth hunt is Oct. 9-10.

Wolves on tap at LBL
Friends of Land Between the Lakes

is hosting some wolf action during fall
break at Woodlands Nature Station.
Starting Saturday and running through
Oct. 8 from 10 to 5 daily, the Nature
Station will host programs featuring
wolves. Admission is $5 for ages 5-17,
$7 for ages 18-over and free for ages
4 and under. See the LBL website for
more details.

DISC GOLF
State tournament time
Madisonville is hosting the Kentucky

State Disc Golf Championships Friday
through Sunday at its two courses.
This is the 13th year Madisonville has
hosted the state finals for amateurs
and professionals.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE

STAFF REPORT
If there was any sort of consolation in

losing 50-22 with a running clock that
started in the second period, it’s that
Rocket football coach Gaige Courtney
coaxed a better second half out of his
boys.
Crittenden put a finish on what was

otherwise a lopsided game, rallying for a
touchdown just before the break, then
two more in the last half.
Coach Courtney wasn’t necessarily

impressed. What he saw – and counted
as the defense legged 38 missed tack-
les – the skipper could find no silver
threat in a matchup that he said was
over by the time the Rockets rolled off
the couch to get started.
“It’s just disappointing,” Courtney

said Monday on his post-game podcast
hosted by The Press. “I have to be hon-
est about it. I believe we are better than
we played, or definitely should be.
“It’s hard for me to find any kind of

moral victory,” he continued. “That’s not
what we’re looking for. We’re not looking
for moral victories in the second half
after we have a running clock.”
Union County, Class 3A’s fifth-ranked

team, established its dominance early
with a powerful running game, then
carved up the Rockets with precision
passing. Fifth-year senior running back
Corinthian Seals-Portee rushed for 127
yards to lead the Braves’ ground game
that piled up 275 yards. Junior quarter-
back Cannon Sheffer was perfect, com-
pleting all of seven of his passes for
another 145 yards.
CCHS junior linebacker Briley Berry

said Seals-Portee ran low and hard.
“We had trouble tackling him,” Berry

said. “It just came down to who was
more physical.”
The Braves doubled the Rockets first

downs, moving the chains 20 times to
sustain an offense that appeared invin-
cible against Crittenden’s multitude of
missed tackles.
Union scored on every possession of

the first half except its first when Berry
stripped the ball out of Seals-Portee’s

hands and turned it around 20 yards.
Crittenden misfired in the red zone and
Union responded with four unanswered
touchdowns thanks largely to four inter-
cepted passes.
“That’s a good football team. We didn’t

meet their physicality from the jump,”
said Courtney. “There’s nothing I can
honestly say. We just have to get better.
We were not good enough in any aspect
of the game tonight.” 
“The question is: ‘What now?’ Is this

who we are or are we going to get bet-
ter?” the coach said he asked his team
following the game.
Crittenden did get better in the last

half – at least offensively. However, the
defense was still unable to slow the
Braves. 
Rocket senior QB Luke Crider com-

pleted just 6 of 16 passes in the first
half, but rebounded late to lead CCHS
downfield for three scoring strikes in the
final 25 minutes.
The Rockets (2-3) will host a Top 10

Class A team this week when Bethlehem
comes to Marion for a homecoming
game. The 4-1 Eagles are ranked No. 6
in Class A. They were idle last week.

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Crittenden County               0       8        6      8
Union County                      7      29       7      7

SCORING PLAYS
UC-Kris Hughes 18 pass from Cannon Sheffer (Collin
Valley kick) 1:24, 1st
UC-Corinthian Seals-Portee 3 run (kick failed) 10:22,
2nd
UC-Rylan George 17 pass from Sheffer (Seals-Portee
run) 7:57, 2nd
UC-Seals-Portee 24 run (Nalley kick) 7:07, 2nd
UC Jarren Johnson 13 run (Iverson King pass from
Sheffer) 2:18, 2nd
CC-Trace Derrington 18 pass from Luke Crider (Der-
rington pass from Crider) :42, 2nd
CC-Preston Morgeson 6 pass from Crider (pass failed)
9:28, 3rd
UC-Kanye Pollard 5 run (Nalley kick) 4:09, 3rd
CC-Morgeson 5 pass from Crider (Gattin Travis run)
10:00, 4th
UC-Seals-Portee 4 run (Nalley kick) 5:13, 4th

TEAM TOTALS
First Downs: CCHS 10, UCHS 20
Penalties: CCHS 8-62.5, UCHS 9-95
Rushing: CCHS 19-48, UCHS 35-275
Passing: CCHS 14-30-4, 138, UCHS 7-7-0, 145
Total Yards: CCHS 186, UCHS 420
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 0-0, UCHS 1-1

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing
CCHS: Morgeson 11-15, Travis 1-2, Crider 7-31. UCHS:
Seals-Portee 19-127, Hughes 4-50, Johnson 9-62, Pol-
lard 2-18, Sheffer 1-18.
Passing
CCHS: Crider 14-30-4, 138 yds. UCHS: Sheffer 7-7-0,
145 yds.
Receiving
CCHS: Derrington 2-46, Logan Bailey 1-15, Brysen
Baker 2-10, Morgeson 5-37, Kaleb Nesbitt 2-11, Case
Gobin 1-16, Travis 1-6.
Defense
Coleman Stone solo, assist, caused fumble; Tucker
Sharp assist; Holden Cooksey 4 solos, assist; Ben
Evans assist; Trace Derrington 2 solos, 2 assists; Dylan
Yates 3 solos, 3 assists; Logan Bailey 10 solos, 4 as-
sists; Zech McGahan 5 solos, 4 assists, TFL; Hayden
Adamson assist; Sam Impastato assist; Case Gobin 2
solos, 6 assists; Kaleb Nesbitt 4 solos, assist; Briley
Berry 2 solos, 3 assist, fumble recovery; Luke Mundy 4
solos, 1 assist.

The CCHS defense gets a stop here, but
those moments were few and far be-
tween in the first half. Union had 20 first
downs, CCHS finished with 10.

Union County 50, Crittenden County 22

Finish has little luster for skipper

On the
Move

Crittenden
County’s quar-
terback Luke
Crider dashes
downfield after
being flushed
out of the
pocket during
last week’s
game at Union
County.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County had a

nice performance in the
First Region Boys’ Golf
Tournament on Monday at
Paducah Country Club, fin-
ishing fifth overall out of 16
teams represented from
western Kentucky.
Rocket sophomore Jere-

miah Foster was at the
head of the pack, shooting
an 11-over-par 83 and tied
for eighth place, just one

stroke from a playoff to
earn an at-large berth in
the state match. 
Teammates Parker Kayse

and Avery Belt were close
behind with an 84 and 85,
respectively. 
Rounding out CCHS’s re-

gional scores were Grayson
Davidson at 95 and Jaxon
Hatfield at 96.
No one from CCHS quali-

fied for the state tourna-
ment.

MS FOOTBALL
Rockets fall by eight in
highly-contested game
against Browning Springs
Crittenden County Middle

School lost a hard-fought 34-26
decision to Browning Springs last
Thursday at Rocket Stadium. The
CCMS offense moved the ball the
entire game, but the defense was
unable to stop the Bears.
Crittenden had the ball in the

final minutes with a chance to
score, but came up short.
CCMS is now 2-5 on the season,

but has been playing well after get-
ting everyone back onto the field
after some COVID issues.
Jacob Carder scored two touch-

downs and intercepted a pass to
set up a TD. He also rushed for
115 yards.
Caden Howard rushed for a

touchdown and so did Isaac
James.
Brayden Poindexter led the way

defensively with 10 tackles. Garner
Stallins had nine and James
recorded eight.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing: James 4-36, Carder 13-115,
Howard 1-27, Summers 3-10. Passing:
Summers 4-11-0, 33. Receiving: James
1-8, Howard 1-9, Sosh 1-4, Taylor 1-12.
Defense: James 6 solos, 2 assists, TFL;
Poindexter 5 solos, 5 assists; Stallins 3
solos, 6 assists; Howard 3 solos, 4 as-
sists; Carder 4 solos, assist, interception;
Summers 2 solos, 2 assists; Brand-
sassee 2 solos, assist, 2 TFL; Counts 2
solos, 2 assists; Sosh 2 solos, assist,
TFL; Taylor solo.

Crittenden County Middle School defensive back Jacob Carder intercepted a Browning
Springs pass and returned it deep into CCHS territory during the first half of last week’s
game at Rocket Stadium.

Foster one stroke short at regional match

Jeremiah Foster
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During a Kentucky
football camp in early
June, Kentucky coaches
treated Knox Central
sophomore Gavin Chad-
well “very well” and made
a big impression on him.
“Coach (Vince) Marrow

walked me through a lot
of footwork drills and
stuff,” said Chadwell. “In
one-on-one
drills, I held
my own very
well against
some really
god players.”
Kentucky

was already
impressed
with the 6-5,
235-pound
C h a d w e l l
because he
was offered
a scholarship in May
based on his 2020 sea-
son when he had 38
tackles, four quarterback
sacks and five tackles for
loss. He also started at

tight end where he
caught three passes for
53 yards
Chadwell is also a tal-

ented basketball player
who averaged about 9
points per game as a
freshman when he was
named MVP at the 13th
Region Tournament won
by Knox Central. He had
17 points and six re-
bounds in the regional
title game win over North
Laurel.
Chadwell grew up a

Kentucky fan in south-
eastern Kentucky and
says he has been “sur-
rounded by Kentucky
fans and stuff” his whole
life. 
“Dad is a big UK fan.

He won’t have much of a
preference about where I
go, but don’t doubt about
him being a big UK fan,”
Chadwell said.
He says his scholar-

ship offer showed that it
was just not big school

players who could get
SEC scholarship offers.
“It is kind of wild to

think about getting an
offer as a freshman,” he
said. “I think they just
saw my capability and
kind of jumped on it.”
Chadwell spent time

this summer working on
his hip flexibility that
would help him both at
tight end and on the bas-
ketball court. He went to
several football camps
but did not play any AAU
basketball.
The Knox Central

sophomore says fans still
mention the UK offer to
him constantly.
“It’s a very big UK area.

People tell me all the time
it would be better for me
to go to UK,” Chadwell,
age 16, said. “My brother
even got season tickets to
UK this year.”
Going into Friday’s

game against Bourbon
County, Chadwell has six

catches for 144 yards
and three scores in five
games. He also has 32
tackles, including 28 solo
stops, in those five
games.
Knox will face a district

showdown Oct. 8 against
Corbin which is led by
UK commit Treyveon
Longmire (11 catches for
150 yards and two
scores, seven tackles in
five games) and UK target
Dakota Patterson (18
catches for 254 yards
and two scores,  five

tackles in five games).
“It’s not fun by no

means being in the same
district with Corbin but
anything is possible,”
Chadwell aid. “If we come
and play like we can play,
we have a very good
chance.”
Not many were expect-

ing Knox Central to win
the 13th Region basket-
ball title, either. The fa-
vorite was North Laurel
and Reed Sheppard, a
major UK basketball tar-
get in the 2023 recruiting

class, even though Knox
Central had won the two
previous regional crowd.
Chadwell said he never

imagined he would be
tournament MVP.
“I don’t know the last

time a center or power
forward won it, much
less a freshman,” he said.
“I stepped up in places
we needed on defense
and rebounding. I put up
solid numbers.
“I feel like people forget

about us a lot,” he said.

Knox Central sophomore in no hurry to accept UK’s offer

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

V-BALL
Lady Rockets can 
finish district sweep
Crittenden County’s volley-

ball girls beat Livingston Cen-
tral 25-20, 25-11, 25-11 at
Rocket Arena last Thursday,
giving CCHS a 2-0 record in
league play.
The girls can wrap up an un-

defeated run through the dis-
trict this season with a win
Monday at Livingston in a
game rescheduled from an ear-
lier pandemic postponement.
The Lady Rockets are 9-4

overall and ranked No. 5 in the
Second Region, according to
the KHSAA power rankings.
Crittenden had a little trou-

ble with Livingston in the first
set last week, but won the last
two quite handily.
Katie Perryman and Addy

Kirby had five kills apiece and
Sofie Watson had four. 
Perryman had the team’s

only two blocks. Riley Smith led
the way with 11 of her team’s
13 assists. Hannah Mott had
five aces and Kirby and Watson
scored four apiece.
Livingston’s Piper Michonski

had 24 assists and Angel Mi-
chonski had 24 digs for the
Lady Cardinals.
The Lady Rockets also beat

St. Mary in four sets 25-15, 25-
22, 24-26, 25-20 on the road
Monday. Crittenden has two
more weeks left in the season.

X-COUNTRY
CCHS runners post 
nine personal bests
at Marshall’s meet
Freshman distance runner

Mary Martinez continues to
pace Crittenden County’s fall
cross country runners. On Sat-
urday at Marshall County, she
placed 25th overall with a time
of 24:20.92. Eighth-grader Ella
Geary was 39th at 26:04.47,
Elizabeth Campbell 49th at
27:05.53, Karsyn Potter 61st at
29:19; Presley Potter 64th at
29:43 and Leah Long 74th at
31:41. All of their times were
personal records.
Livingston Central’s Sidney

Hubbard finished 77th out of
84 runners.
Freshman Asa McCord was

79th at 21:33.73 to lead Rocket
runners. Also finishing the race
were seniors Coby West and
Dennon Wilson in 117th and
119th place, respectively. All
three of those boys had per-
sonal best times. Junior Nate
Faith finished 131st.
Livingston Central sopho-

more Machi Davidson was 34th
overall at just over 19 minutes.
Also finishing for Livingston
were Alex Parks, Jonathan
Stewart, Carter Belcher, Mason
Hargrove and Demetrius
Tarasiewicz.

SOCCER
District is Monday
The Lady Rockets’ soccer

team will host Trigg County at
6 p.m., Monday at Lyon
County. The winner of that
match will advance to Tues-
day’s 6 p.m., championship
game against top-seed and host
Lyon County.
The girls lost 6-1 at Caldwell

County Monday night and
closed out their season with a
7-3 loss to Lyon County at
Marion on Tuesday. The girls
finished the regular season
with a 6-9 record, their most
wins since 2015.
Taylor Guess scored the

team’s only goal against Cald-
well on an assist by Emilee
Russellburg. Hannah Long had
3 saves and Joslyn Silcox 2.
Guess scored twice against

Lyon and had an assist. Ad-
dyson Faughn scored the other
goal on an assist by Lyli Wes-
moland. Long had 5 saves and
Silcox 3.

GOLF
Girls’ tough day at course
Crittenden County’s Lady

Rocket golfers had a tough time
at the Second Region Tourna-
ment Tuesday at Murray Coun-
try Club. Junior Addie Hatfield
shot a 107 and junior Brylee
Conyer had a 126.

Crittenden County’s Brooke Winstead returns a shot during the
Lady Rockets’ victory last week over Livingston Central.

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN
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CRITTENDEN COUNTY COVID CASES
Totals of Cases Reported as of Sept. 27, 2021

7-Day Total                      14-Day Total                        Pandemic Total

37                                       99                                          1,265
Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

VACCINATION 
RATE OF COUNTY

INFECTION 
RATE OF COUNTY

7-Day Incidence 
RATE IN COUNTY38.2 14.1 58.8

              Percentage Fully Vaccinated                          Percentage That Ever Tested Positive                      Based on State Formula per 100K people
                     BASED ON CDC INFORMATION                                                   COUNTY POPULATION 8,990                                         SEE STATE COLOR-CODED MAP AT KyCOVID10.ky.gov

_ _

_ _

_

STAFF REPORT
Pandemic deaths con-

tinue to mount in Crit-
tenden County while
they’re moderating na-
tionwide. The unofficial
number of COVID-re-
lated deaths is now more
than 30 in the commu-
nity.
Based on the number

of cases confirmed here
since the spring of 2020,
that puts the county’s
mortality rate at 2.4 per-
cent among those who

were ever infected with
COVID-19.
Vaccination rates con-

tinue to rise here. Na-
tionwide 77 percent of
adults have now received
at least one shot.
Local individuals who

qualify for a third or
booster shot may now
schedule those vaccines
at area healthcare cen-
ters.
While cases remain el-

evated in Crittenden
County, they have mod-

erated a bit over the past
week or so. There were
37 cases here in the
seven-day reporting pe-
riod ending Monday.
That’s down 21 cases
from the same period a
week earlier and less
than half of what it was
in early September.
CDC data show that

unvaccinated people are
dying and being hospital-
ized at a much higher
rate than those who have
gotten a shot.

RED ZONE

Deaths up, vax rate up, infection rate down in county

AIRPORT
Continued from page 1

meeting with state and federal
officials and overseeing almost
20 years worth of continued
development at the airstrip.
The key, Johnson said, to
keeping federal and state fund-
ing coming into the projects
was showing continuous
growth in use at the facility. As
hangars were built and fuel is-
lands installed, more aircraft
came. It was a built it and they
will come type situation that
Johnson describes. 
“I’m humbled. I never antici-

pated this or expected it,”
Johnson said. “The airport is a
really nice benefit to the com-
munity, and I am proud that it
will be here long after I am
gone.”
The airport is general avia-

tion facility. Ticketed passen-
ger flights are not part of its
operation. Johnson explains

that usage includes flights in
and out of Marion for corporate
executives, air ambulance, mil-
itary, law enforcement, agricul-
ture, mining, recreation and

much more. Its 5,000-foot run-
way makes it particularly ap-
pealing to pilots, being that
long it can handle corporate-
type jets. There are 61 airports
in Kentucky. All but five are
primarily general aviation facil-
ities. Johnson said Marion’s
ranks among the best small-
town airports in Kentucky.
“We have several corporate
flights in here a day,” he said.
The hangars are nearly full

with 33 aircraft ranging in
value from $10,000 to more
than $200,000. The facility op-

erates on an annual budget of
about $50,000. Operating rev-
enue is derived from hangar
rent and fuel sales.
“The expansion of the run-

way in Marion is a game
changer from an economic de-
velopment standpoint,” said
Amanda Davenport, executive
director of the Lake Barkley
Partnership, an economic de-
velopment group to which Crit-
tenden County belongs.
“The local airport is a huge

driver for our community and
thanks to the vision and lead-
ership at the airport, it will
continue to be a great asset in
the region for years to come,”
she added.
Zac Greenwell, a private pilot

and Marion attorney, said
Johnson and others have put
effectively put Marion on the
official aviation map.
“Development of the airport

as something more than a
grass strip started with a

group of community leaders,
including Jim Johnson, Gor-
don Guess and others obtain-
ing grant funding to build the
terminal building and resur-
facing the runway,” Greenwell
said. “We have multiple resi-
dents now who have been ex-
posed to our community first
by flying a private plane into
our airport and developing a
relationship with Jim. The air-
port board as a whole has had
a terrific vision of obtaining
grants and using the money
wisely and that business plan
has created something for our
community to be proud.
“Jim is the leadership for

this development. He is 100
percent vested in the well-
being of the airport and has
been on call to pilots using the
airport 24/7 as long as I can
remember. For these reasons,
it is very appropriate that the
airport is now tied with his
name,” Greenwell added.

Coincidental History
Marion had another airport back

in the 1940s, coincidentally also
named Johnson Airport after the
man who developed it, Sid John-
son. It was located west of U.S.
641 where Steve Jones’ pawn
shop is now located.

STAFF REPORT
Alarm bells are start-

ing to ring ever so gently
on the city’s potable
water system.
Now that construction

of a new sewer treatment
facility is well underway
at the tune of several
millions dollars – much
of it squarely on the
shoulders of city cus-
tomers without a great
deal of trickle down help
from state or federal
sources – it’s no wonder
that a sense of trepida-
tion rolls over city hall
when discussions turn
to current and future is-
sues for the town’s
drinking water.
Last week, Council-

man Darrin Tabor raised
the matter during the
regular monthly city
council meeting.
“This is a critical situ-

ation,” Tabor said, point-
ing to a labor force that’s
struggling at times to
keep the town’s

600,000-gallon tank full
of purified water. 
Recruiting and retain-

ing qualified utilities
workers who are for-
mally certified to work at
the treatment plant has
been difficult over the
past 10 or 15 years, and
it’s getting tougher. The
city recently transferred
a maintenance employee
to the water plant to help
cover the workload. With
three full-time operators
the plant has to run
seven-days a week. Right
now the plant operates
about 13 hours a day,
but there are times when
round-the-clock opera-
tion might be necessary.
Tabor said drought

conditions or other
events that put a high-
demand on processed
water would tax the city
beyond its capabilities.
Another looming prob-

lem was exposed in July
when a water main
broke near the water

tank, spilling virtually all
of the town’s drinking
water onto the hillside
below the tank.
Tabor said the lack of

redundancy in the sys-
tem puts the city at risk
of being unable to ade-
quately serve its cus-
tomers in times of crisis. 
The city has an extra

tank on Wilson Hill next
to the active one. The
second tank has a leak
and was deactivated
years ago. There was dis-
cussion about having it
repaired. 
City Administrator

Adam Ledford said re-
pair costs are estimated
at $200,000. Building a
new one might make
more sense.
The water department

has money cached away
for capital improve-
ments. Ledford plans to
look at how much the
city could liquidate in
order to begin address-
ing the tank issue.

This photo was taken more
than 20 years ago when the run-
way was under construction.

Water issues beginning to boil


